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President’s Corner





It’s time again to provide a run down on what your society has been doing.  For those of you who were able to attend our last general meeting, I think you will agree with me that the presentation by Bill Straw ’67 on Investment Banking was both informative and entertaining.  My thanks again go to Jim East ’67 for setting it up.  I think the fact that so many members turned up and stayed around so long after the meeting is testament to its success.





	During the business section of the meeting we also discussed a number of topics your board of directors are pursuing on your behalf.  To keep everyone up to date let me take a minute to summarize where we are on each issue.  On the subject of establishing a web site, we have moved forward, selected a vendor and are moving ahead to get the site out there on the net to help our communication.  By our March meeting we should be able to give the membership our web address.  On the subject of establishing a virtual corporation, there appeared to be sufficient interest at the last meeting to continue to research the idea.  I know there are many views and opinions on this idea.  On the legal issue, which a number of people have raised, we are meeting shortly with an expert in the area before we move forward.  Again, as I have mentioned before, please take the time to return the enclosed questionnaire so we, your board, understand and are responsive to the memberships desires.  On the subject of establishing a forum structure paralleling the Young Presidents organization, scheduling conflicts have delayed an organizational meeting with the Young Presidents organization but your team is continuing to pursue this initiative.





	I would like to now turn my attention to an area where I need your help.  As a business and networking focused organization, two areas deserve our continued support and attention.  The Town Crier, both in our newsletter and during each of our general meeting, is an opportunity for us all to both advertise opportunities and ourselves.  We all need to keep the flow of information going.  I have been repeatedly impressed with the large number of success stories there are from use of this forum.  If you have an opening or are in the market I invite you to take advantage of this service.  With the establishment of our web site this service will hopefully be even more responsive and successful for us all.





	In a similar vane, to make the most of our society we need to encourage our fellow graduates to both join and participate.  As you go about your business day and come in contact with other graduates please take the time to bring up the society.  The broader our membership becomes the more we can all benefit in our personal and business life, and in providing opportunities for other graduates.





On to a little advertising for your board.  Tim Graves ’65, our treasurer for about as many years as the Society has existed is leaving the area later this Spring.  He has been an invaluable member of the Society and will be missed.  He has assured me there isn’t too much work involved.  If anyone is interested in helping the Society by filling the position, please contact one of your board members.


 


Let me add my pitch for our next meeting in Baltimore, which is covered in more detail inside.  I believe the combination of a joint meeting with the Naval Academy society group in Baltimore and the interesting program Holly Emrick Svetz ’80 has arranged makes the evening drive to Baltimore a small cost.  Plan to attend and bring a new member.





In closing, as I mentioned in our last newsletter, your board is always looking for feedback. My email account is wclamont@abtechnologies.com.  Let me know what you are thinking.





Warren Lamont ‘68�















Next Meeting:	Visit to Nurad Technologies, Inc.


Thursday, March 26, 1998





Our next meeting will be held jointly with the Baltimore Joint Service Academy group that normally meets monthly for a networking breakfast.  We are lucky to have Tony Barnard ’66, who is a member of both the Baltimore and Washington, DC groups, as our host for this meeting.  Following our customary cocktail hour (with open bar and heavy hors d’oeuvres), Tony has arranged a tour of Nurad Technologies, Inc.  Nurad manufactures antennas for aircraft, ships, and ground stations for both military and commercial applications.  Tony will discuss his experience in the buying and selling of a business, as opposed to starting from scratch.  Like most graduates, Tony was producing paper in consulting jobs immediately following his active duty service.  He will also tell us how he made the transition from the consulting world to the hands-on manufacturing industry.


  


Directions from Washington, DC:	1) Go North on I-95;  2) Go inside I-695 to  3) Exit West on first exit  - Caton Street;  4) Follow Caton Street for about 5 miles as it winds around and becomes Hilton Street;  5) As you pass a reservoir on your right, turn right on Liberty heights at the stop light;  6) At the second light, turn left on Druid Park Drive;  7) At the first street, turn left on Carlins Park Drive;  8) Nurad is 100 yards down on the left.  





To R.S.V.P., please fill out and mail the form on the back page of the newsletter with a $25 payment no later than March 15.  I can be reached at 202-861-6449 if there are any questions.  





Holly Emrick Svetz ‘80








Last Meeting:	Investment Banking 


January 1998





	Bill Straw ’67 was the featured speaker at our most recent general meeting.  Bill is Senior Vice President and Manager, Private Placements & Fixed Income, First Albany Corporate Finance and is responsible for the origination and placement of debt and equity with private investors.  Bill explained that one of the primary roles of an investment banker is to arrange financing for clients – typically corporations – in the most cost effective way that meets their needs.  Other functions include advising on mergers and acquisitions, assisting in restructuring companies and providing other advice as needed.


 


	The presentation by Bill was well received, very informative and relevant to the needs of those in the audience who are looking at ways to grow their business, or for those looking at start-up capital as a means to get their new business off the ground.  Bill left the members of the Society with an open invitation to seek him out regarding any assistance in his area of expertise.








Future Meeting:	Surviving and Winning in the Business World


June 3, 1998 (tentative)





	Jack Cole ’64 and Greg Woodhead ’70 are attempting to arrange a meeting in June 1998 with as many as three guest speakers in attendance.  Each speaker will discuss what it takes to succeed in the sometimes difficult and unpredictable business world.  Tentative location is the Fairview Park Marriott.  More information to follow in next newsletter.    








Town Crier





	If you are in the middle of job hunting, need to hire or can provide a job opening referral to a fellow grad, then please send any and all inputs to Keylor Eng ’80 at keylor@worldnet.att.net.  





	The Town Crier can get you results!











************








Society Home Page Update





	As reported at our last meeting and in the President’s remarks, the Society has contracted with a local Internet web site developer (Wild West Web Associates) to begin the process of placing the Society online.  This company designed and continues to update and maintain the Capitol Area AOG web site.  Keylor Eng ’80 is the  Society’s primary contact in this endeavor.  Keylor will have further updates on the progress of our home page in the coming weeks.      








In Memory





	As many have unfortunately heard already, Gordy Kage ’71 forwarded some very sad news about a fellow graduate.  Don Owen ’67 and his wife, Cherie, died in a head-on car collision in Colorado on the weekend of February 15-16, 1998.  They leave behind five (5) children, ranging in ages from junior high school to just married.  They were buried at the Air Force Academy on Thursday, February 19, 1998.  Don completed two tours of duty in Washington, D.C. before retiring as the AFSPC/FM to become the President of the Air Academy Credit Union in 1995.  Don was an outstanding leader, officer, father, husband and Christian.  





	Donations can be made to the following Memorial Fund:





Caitland and Benjamin Owen Memorial Fund


P.O. Box 62910


Colorado Springs, CO 80962-2910


Account Number:  11267653











Air Force Academy Society Hotline Number





Call Toll-free for Upcoming Event and Other Information





 1-888-315-5942


�
Antenna Manufacturing Facility Tour


Air Force Academy Society of Washington, D.C./Baltimore Joint Service Academy





Location:  Nurad Technologies, Inc.


Thursday, March 26, 1998








Name:  ________________________________________________	   Class:  ____________





Spouse/Guests:    ________________________________________





Cost:                   $25 (heavy hors d’ouevres, open bar)                               Total:   ____________





Mail to:	Air Force Acad�emy Society of Washington, D.C.


		P.O. Box 6451


		Springfield, VA 22150








Please RSVP to Holly Emrick Svetz ’80 (#202-861-6449) no later than March 15, 1998.














Air Force Academy Soci�ety of Washington, DC
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